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CASTLEGAR – Effective at noon Pacific time on Wednesday, Oct. 18, 2017, Category 2 and 
Category 3 open fires will once again be allowed throughout the Southeast Fire Centre, due to 
a decreased risk of wildfire in the region.

Anyone wishing to light a Category 3 open fire must obtain a burn registration number ahead 
of time by calling 1 888 797-1717 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. A burn registration number 
is not required to light a Category 2 open fire.

A poster explaining the different categories of open burning is available online at: 
http://ow.ly/znny309kJv5

Homeowners are encouraged to take the following precautions with any outdoor burning 
activities:

• Ensure that enough people, water and tools are on hand to control the fire and to 
prevent it escaping.

• Do not burn in windy conditions. The weather can change quickly and the wind may carry 
embers to other combustible material and start new fires.

• Create a fireguard of at least one metre around the planned fire site by clearing away 
twigs, grass, leaves and other combustible material.

• Never leave a fire unattended.
• Make sure that your fire is fully extinguished and the ashes are cold to the touch before 

you leave the area for any length of time.

Local governments may have their own burning restrictions in place, so people should always 
check with local authorities before lighting any fire of any size.

Anyone who lights, fuels or uses a Category 2 or Category 3 open fire must comply with the 
Environmental Management Act (http://ow.ly/GoEh30fXRHe) and the Open Burning Smoke 
Control Regulation (http://ow.ly/QfkO30fXRVN). The act requires individuals to check local 
venting conditions prior to lighting a fire and ensure that conditions are favourable for burning. 
Local venting conditions can be obtained by calling 1 888 281-2992 or 
visiting: http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/epdpa/venting/

The Southeast Fire Centre encompasses the area extending from the United States border in 
the south to Mica Dam in the north and from the Okanagan Highlands or Monashee Mountains 
in the west to the B.C.-Alberta border in the east. The Southeast Fire Centre includes the Selkirk 
Natural Resource District and the Rocky Mountain Natural Resource District.
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Contact:

To report a wildfire, unattended campfire or open burning violation, call 1 800 663-5555 toll-
free or *5555 on a cellphone. For the latest information on current wildfire activity, burning 
restrictions, road closures and air quality advisories, go to: http://www.bcwildfire.ca

You can also follow the latest wildfire news on:

• Twitter at http://twitter.com/BCGovFireInfo  
• Facebook at http://facebook.com/BCForestFireInfo
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